
August 20, 2012


MIAMI ATCT AND FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE ATCT

LETTER OF AGREEMENT

EFFECTIVE: August 20, 2012
SUBJECT:
IFR/VFR AND SVFR PROCEDURES


1.
PURPOSE:  This agreement establishes procedures for controlling IFR, VFR, and SVFR aircraft at Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport and is supplemental to the requirements of FAA Order 7110.65 and FAA Order 7210.3.

2. 
CANCELLATION:
  This agreement cancels the Letter of Agreement (LOA) between Miami ATC Tower and Fort Lauderdale Executive ATC Tower dated January 10, 2011.

3. 
SCOPE:  The procedures and responsibilities in the agreement are applicable to IFR, SVFR, and practice IFR/VFR operations at the Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport.  This LOA changes paragraph 5A(1)(a)1b, pertaining to aircraft landing south of Fort Lauderdale Executive airport.
4. 
RESPONSIBILITIES:
    
A.
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower:



(1)
Must provide IFR separation between successive departures and between departures and arrivals established on the final approach course from the final approach fix to the runway in accordance with FAA Order 7110.65.



(2)
Is authorized to conduct SVFR/VFR operations at or below 1,500 feet MSL within the Fort Lauderdale Executive Class D Surface Area.


(3)  Pilot applied visual separation must be coordinated with the appropriate receiving controller prior to transfer of communications.
 
B.
Miami Tower:



(1)
Must provide standard separation in accordance with FAA Order 7110.65 to all IFR aircraft and IFR/VFR aircraft practicing instrument approaches.



(2)
Is authorized the use of that airspace overlying the Fort Lauderdale Executive Class D Airspace, 2,000 feet MSL and above.



(3)
Must transition heavy jet/B-757 aircraft at or above 2,500 feet.


(4)  Pilot applied visual separation must be coordinated with the appropriate receiving controller prior to transfer of communications.
5.
PROCEDURES:

A.
Departures  



(1)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must:



(a)
Utilize FDIO strips for the issuance of IFR clearances and issue departure clearances as follows:

1
IFR departures must be cleared via the FORT LAUDERDALE SID and appropriate transition, or radar vectors when appropriate except:




     

a
Aircraft routed via WINCO must be issued radar vectors V97 WINCO in place of the SID.






     

b
PREDA aircraft filed over ZBV, or landing airports south of Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport, must be issued radar vectors and the PDR, leaving out PREDA, in place of the SID.  

c
Aircraft filed ARKES (ARKS) at or below 10,000’ must be issued the PDR, or radar vectors if no PDR, in place of the SID.





d
If an aircraft is assigned a PDR, the aircraft must be assigned the route of flight between the plus (+) signs in box 9 of the flight route.




2
Cleared as filed:  Aircraft must be “cleared as filed” when a required DTA identifier appears on the strip and NO pluses appear in the route of flight.





3
Cleared as filed, except:  Aircraft must be “cleared as filed, except” if a DTA identifier appears on the strip and an amended route is displayed between the pluses.





4
Instruct aircraft, not assigned a SID, to expect filed altitude 10 minutes after departure.





5
Full Route Clearance (FRC):  When “FRC” appears on the strip in the remarks section, a Full Route will be obtained and issued to the pilot.




(b)
Issue Other Clearances as follows:





1
Strips, that do not have DTA identifiers, must be coordinated with the Miami Center Flight Plan Processing Position (PIT) or appropriate Center sector when the PIT is closed.





2
When an aircraft requests clearance, for which no flight plan can be found, Fort Lauderdale Executive ATCT must request the clearance from the PIT (or appropriate Center sector when the PIT is closed). If after ten minutes, no strip has been received, Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must obtain the filed route of flight and relay it to the Center.





3
Formulate and issue clearances to aircraft departing tower enroute at or below 10,000 feet MSL to airports in the Palm Beach Approach Control Area and to aircraft departing tower enroute at or below 16,000 feet MSL to airports in the Miami Approach Control Area as depicted in Appendix 1. DTA identifiers are not required for these tower enroute clearances.





4
Aircraft landing airports within Palm Beach Approach airspace:

a
Expect the following altitudes 10 minutes after departure: 
Jets – 5,000 feet, Props – 4,000 feet.
        



b
Make FDIO amendments to reflect expected altitude. 

Note:  Miami Center/Miami Approach Letter of Agreement requires Miami Center to issue, via interphone, all FRCs, route amendments, and altitude changes made by the Center less than thirty minutes prior to proposed departure time to Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower.

(c)
Obtain departure clearances from the PIT or appropriate Center sector when the PIT is closed, in the event of a FDIO failure.


   

(d)
Utilize the following Class B, C, and D Airspace Automation Procedures:





1
Enter flight data information into the STARS (F9) or FDIO to generate a bar code for VFR aircraft requesting ATC services from Miami Approach.



        
2 
Enter amendment message (AM) into the FDIO to amend the altitude to VFR (altitude) when a pilot cancels their IFR flight plan to depart VFR and receive service from Miami Departure Control.




  


(e) Scan flight progress strips, then request release from Miami Approach when the Electronic Flight Strip Transfer (EFSTS) is functioning.  Indicate the aircraft identification, departure runway (if other than the designated runway configuration in use), and departure sequence if more than one departure.  Departure Releases must be requested through the STARS coordination list function when available.  The released aircraft should be airborne within 4 minutes of receiving the release.  




(f)
Ensure that EFSTS scanners are operational and report any outages or malfunctions to AOCC and the Miami Tower Watch Supervisor.




(g)
Assign IFR departures the following headings:

	Runway
	Direction of Turn
	Turbo Jets
	Props

	08/13
	Left
	330
	310

	26/31
	Right
	315
	315


 



ZAPPA/PREDA DTAs

	Runway
	Direction of Turn
	Turbo Jets
	Props

	08
	Right
	090
	090

	13
	Left
	090
	090





      Between 2300 and 0700 Turbojets Only:
	Runway
	Direction of Turn
	Turbo Jets

	08
	Left
	330


       

(h)
Assign IFR Departures 2,000 feet MSL.



(i)
Ensure that IFR Departures are issued the appropriate heading prior to aircraft beginning take off roll.  Aircraft that have not initiated a turn to the assigned heading within half a mile from the departure end of the runway must be instructed to fly the assigned heading.  If the aircraft is unable to comply or traffic situation prevents the aircraft from initiating a turn within three quarters of a mile, FXE must advise Miami Tower.

       

(j)
Unless specified, Miami Tower has control for turns after aircraft leave   1,500 feet MSL.




(k)
Advise Miami Tower of any departure that does not auto acquire within   three miles of the departure end of the runway.   

Note: Due to the close proximity of the PMP Class D airspace to the north, SFH Order 7110.001 is not required by FXE. 


(2)
Miami Tower must:




(a)
Advise Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower if the EFSTS printers are out of service and that scanning must be terminated until they become operational.




(b)
Assign a higher altitude for turbo-jet departures, in consideration of noise sensitive areas and when traffic conditions permit.  


B.
Arrivals 



(1)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must:




(a)
Relay to Miami Tower the designated runway configuration in use.  




(b)
Accept alphanumeric data blocks for the sequence of arrivals to the designated runway in use.




(c)
Specify the time, place, or fix the aircraft can continue the descent for the approach, when issuing altitude restrictions to visual approaches.




(d)
Advise Miami Tower of any IFR missed approach.




      (2)
Miami Tower must:




(a)
Relay to Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower the designated instrument approach in use.  Designation of the ILS Runway 8 approach must include the RNAV (GPS) runway 8 approach.




(b)
Sequence IFR and IFR/VFR aircraft practicing instrument approaches to the designated runway.




(c)
Assign IFR arrivals 170 knots or less prior to reaching 10 nm from FXE airport.






(d)
Transfer communications of IFR/VFR arrivals to Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower at or prior to 7 NM from the airport.




(e)
Advise aircraft requesting SVFR to remain clear of Class D Surface Area and contact Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower.


C.
IFR approaches/VFR practice approaches  



(1)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must:



      (a)
Instruct VFR aircraft requesting practice approaches to maintain VFR and contact Miami Approach prior to departing the Fort Lauderdale Executive Class D airspace to the northwest.




(b)
Accept alphanumeric data blocks for the sequence and coordination of IFR/VFR practice approaches.




(c)
Issue the standard departure headings and altitudes prescribed in paragraphs 5.A(1)(g) to IFR aircraft conducting multiple approaches. 



(2)
Miami Tower must ensure the alphanumeric data blocks are updated prior to communications transfer.

D.
Coordination



(1)
Miami Tower must display and Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must accept the following in field 2 as coordination for the operations specified below:

	
	Approach 
	Field 2 Data

	(a)
	IFR instrument approach
	FXE



	(b)
	IFR practice approach
	FXI



	(c)
	VFR practice approach
	FXP



	(d)
	Visual approach
	FXV



	(e)
	Holding
	FXH




(2)
Miami Tower must:




(a)
Via the 38 line (FXE Local Control):





1
Coordinate actions requiring FXE Local Control approval.





2  
Verbally coordinate all visual approaches except approaches to the designated active runway established on a 7 mile final for runway 26 or by PRAIZ for runway 8.





3
Verbally coordinate departure changes (heading, altitude, etc.) to aircraft previously released. 





4
Verbally coordinate aircraft sequenced to other than the designated runway by specifying the aircraft identification, type aircraft, position, and type approach at or prior to 10 NM from the airport.



(b)
Via the 45 line (FXE Flight Data):





1
Verbally coordinate the sequence for all IFR non-tagged aircraft. 





2
Inform Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower of the STARS position being used for Fort Lauderdale Executive arrivals and departures.




3
Verbally coordinate departure changes (heading, alt, etc) to aircraft NOT previously released.


(3)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must:




(a)
Via the 38 line, coordinate control actions.




(b)
Via the 45 line, advise Miami Tower when alphanumeric data blocks are unusable for coordination.




(c)
Via the PMP 107 line, coordinate with Pompano Tower concerning departures that will enter the Pompano Class D airspace except those turns initiated by Miami in accordance with paragraph 5.a.(1)(l).




(d)
Update the FXE Stars General Information Systems Area (GSI) to reflect current ATIS code, East/West runway configuration and altimeter setting from the latest METAR/SPECI observation.
Note:  East operation is arriving runway 8 and departing runways 8/13.  West operation is arriving runway 26 and departing runways 26/31.


E.
Severe Weather Avoidance Plan (SWAP)



(1)
Miami Tower must advise Fort Lauderdale Executive when severe weather requires departure aircraft to be routed away from their originally filed route of flight.



(2)
DTA Change - Phraseology “DTA CHANGE” identifies aircraft that will rejoin their route of flight within Miami Center airspace and do not require Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower to obtain a revised clearance from the Center.




(a)
When advised by Miami Tower, Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must call Miami Center Flight Plan Control (PIT) or the appropriate Miami Center sector when the PIT is closed, with the identification of aircraft requiring a DTA change, using the phraseology “DTA Change”.




(b)
After the PIT has acknowledged receipt of identification for DTA change aircraft, these aircraft may be released for departure, subject other applicable traffic management programs and release from Miami Departure.

Note:
Revised DTA Change flight plans will have the first three (3) letters of the DTA identifier for the DTA the aircraft is being routed to, followed by the letters WX. This weather DTA identifier will be followed by the fix at which the aircraft will rejoin its route of flight. Example: FXE..+ZAPWX.ORL.+J53.CRG.J121.CHS.
     (3) Reroute – Phraseology-“REROUTE” identifies aircraft that, due to severe weather, cannot rejoin their route of flight within Miami Center airspace and must obtain a new ATC clearance from Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower prior to departure.




a)
When advised by Miami Tower, Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must call Miami Center Flight Plan Control (PIT) position or the appropriate Miami Center sector when the PIT is closed with the identification of aircraft requiring a reroute.




b)
At Fort Lauderdale Executive’s request, an amended FDIO strip may be used to issue the revised route in lieu of a verbal amendment. Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must ensure that aircraft are cleared via the revised route prior to departure. 

Note:  Miami Center issues revised route clearances verbally and amends flight plans in the order given.
     (4) ZAPPA/PREDA/MNATE DTAs may require a flight to proceed more than

fifty (50) miles offshore. Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must inform the flight of this possibility. If the flight is unable to accept the DTA change/reroute due to equipment capabilities, and alternative routing must be issued as soon as possible. If an alternate route is unavailable due to severe weather, Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower will be advised of expected delay times. 

6.
MISCELLANEOUS:

A.  Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower STARS Tower Display Monitor (TDM) Out of Service:



(1)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must not depart any IFR/SVFR aircraft after an IFR arrival has passed the final approach fix (FAF) inbound unless visual separation is applied.



(2)
Fort Lauderdale Executive Tower must issue a boundary check for all IFR departure traffic.



(3) Miami tower must assume control of IFR aircraft in the Fort Lauderdale Executive Class D airspace.
B.
Deviations from this agreement may be approved with prior coordination.
__________________







____________________

Juan Fuentes









Anthony Lederman
Manager, South Florida District





Acting Air Traffic Manager
Miami ATCT 









Fort Lauderdale Executive ATCT 

APPENDIX 1.  MIAMI ATCT AND FORT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE ATCT

LETTER OF AGREEMENT

Palm Beach Approach Control Area Airports

PBI

SUA

BCT

LNA

PHK

UTX

F45

06FA

FA44

FD08

FD15

X10

FD38

X58

Miami Approach Control Area Airports

PMP

FXE

FLL

HWO

OPF

MIA

TMB

HST

TNT

X51

07FA
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